
List of Twenty-One Learner-Centered Components

The Function of Content
1. Varied uses of content: In addition to building a knowledge base, instructor uses content

to help students know why they need to learn content, acquire discipline-specific
learning methodologies, use inquiry or ways of thinking in the discipline, and learn to
solve real-world problems.

2. Level to which students engage in content
3. Use of organizing schemes
4. Use of content to facilitate future learning
The Role of the Instructor
5. Creation of an environment for learning through organization and use of material that

accommodates different learning styles
6. Alignment of the course components-objectives, teaching or learning methods, and

assessment methods — for consistency
7. Teaching or learning methods appropriate for student learning goals
8. Activities involving student, instructor, content interactions
9. Motivation of students to learn (intrinsic drive to learn versus extrinsic reasons to earn grades)
The Responsibility for Learning
10. Responsibility for learning
11. Learning to learn skills for the present and the future - including, for example: time

management, self-monitoring, goal setting, how to do independent reading, and how to
conduct original research

12. Self-directed, lifelong learning skills - including, for example: determining a personal
need to know more, knowing who to ask or where to seek information, determining when
need is met, and development of self-awareness of students’ own learning abilities

13. Students’ self-assessment of their learning
14. Students’ self-assessment of their strengths and weaknesses
The Purposes and Processes of Assessment
15. Assessment within the learning process
16. Formative assessment (giving feedback to foster improvement)
17. Peer and self-assessment
18. Demonstration of mastery and ability to learn from mistakes
19. Timeframe for feedback
The Balance of Power
20. Flexibility of course policies, assessment methods, learning methods, and deadlines
21. Opportunities to learn
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